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Lovely to be able to add so much into this Magazine to share 
with you all. …

First, I must thank all those of you who have kept me so busy on the 

website, with messages and emails. I have enjoyed seeing more Clubs 

registering on the website and updating their Clubs information. Now 

I will make more time to keep the website updated for you to find out 

What’s on, and Resources for your Clubs, the Shop for your regalia, and 

much more. You can log on to the Jersey Conference site and booking  via 

our members website, to join us for the next Tangent AGM in Jersey 2023. 

www.tangent-clubs.org 

This magazine issue has been a challenge trying to fit everything in, but 

I am so grateful to be able to share your stories, photos, fundraising and 

friendships. Thank you too for sending the Obituaries for the magazine 

Remembrance page and for the website when you are ready to share 

such fond memories. 

In this magazine you will find updates 

from Clubs, and your National President, 

which I hope will give you good ideas 

for your members. The Cover of the 

magazine is all about Tangent AGM and 

the Cardiff Conference, with thanks to 

Susan and Jill who were busy taking 

photos during the events. Which was 

a great time to hand out Awards at 

the AGM, especially the Star Award to 

Dereham Tangent, Membership Growth 

to Troon.

I am also grateful for the invites to our Regional Lunches and hope to 

share more details soon of the ones being organised at the moment, 

but very happy to share stories and images of the ones which eventually 

took place this year, after such a long time of postponement due to the 

Pandemic.  Good luck to those ladies organizing these events. I would 

also like to wish good luck to those of you who have just taken office in 

your own Clubs and hope together you can enjoy a more social and active 

time full of fun and continuing friendships. Remember you can always call 

on local Clubs for support and to share meetings

The next deadline for Magazine Articles will be 11th September 2022 

Pauline x
Pauline Ormerod  

Tangent Editor & Website Coordinator

Welcome
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Heather Parry 
National President Tangent 
Clubs 2022-2023
A huge thank you for all the lovely cards and gifts 
I received on becoming your National President.

The AGM in Cardiff was a fantastic event, I cannot thank the 

organizers’ enough.

The meeting was well attended, and the discussions were 

both productive and engaging. It was really encouraging to 

listen to all the reasoned points very eloquently put forward 

by the delegates attending. 

As we start this year more and more clubs 

are starting to meet again in person, it 

is very heart-warming to see this, and I 

hope it continues. 

My logo for the year is “Continuous 

Friendship”, a friendship that does not 

end. 

I have been asked what I want to achieve during my year as 

National President, the answer is very simple. Our roots are in 

friendship and after the last few years when COVID will have 

resulted in some of our members becoming more isolated, I 

really want us to reconnect with members who have drifted 

away. This I hope will result in two things consolidating and 

increasing membership and strengthening our roots, so 

when we shape the future, it will be on stronger foundations, 

which will help the future blossom.  I encourage clubs to get 

together either on a one-to-one basis or as a group of clubs 

to have a ”Cluster Meeting”.  This will help smaller clubs 

to grow and be able to be involved in activities that may 

require a larger minimum number. Please let us know if you 

are planning any such events, then we can publicise it in the 

Magazine, on the Website, and even possibly attend.

My charity is Re-engage, a charity that helps 
to alleviate loneliness in the elderly.  

Their vision is a world where no one is ever too old to make 

friends and enjoy social interaction. This is generally done 

by hosting “Tea Parties” or connecting via phone calls when 

physical meetings are not possible. When connecting via 

phone calls interviews are undertaken by both the volunteer 

and the recipient, so they can match up people with similar 

interests and backgrounds which results in stronger and 

longer lasting friendships. 

Loneliness is such a debilitating feeling that can be 

combated by care and friendship. It has been recognized 

as a contributing factor for the follow conditions.

 • Alcohol and drug misuse

 • Altered brain function

 • Alzheimer’s disease progression

 • Antisocial behavior

 • Cardiovascular disease and stroke

 • Decreased memory and learning

 • Depression and suicide

 • Increased stress levels

 • Poor decision-making

Which I find quite astounding.
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These are what we will be doing to raise 
funds this year.  
1.  There will be an Annual Raffle I will be selling 

tickets as I travel around the country.

2.  Selling my Pin badge these will also be available 

as I travel around.

3.  Some very wonderful people will be doing an 

open water swim in Loch Tay on Aug 20th.

4.  I would like you all to supply an image of 

“Friendship” by Sept 10th when the Executive 

will select 13, one per months and a front page, 

to form a 2023 calendar which we will sell form 

October onwards.

5.  I will also be hosting a charity Lunch and charity 

Ball. Bookings are now open for both events 

please look at the “what’s on” section of the 

website to get the booking forms. The Flyers for 

both events are featured later in the magazine.

I hope you will be able to support some of these activities 

and Re-engage. 

This year we are also going to do 4 Round Table Family 
Challenges, 1 challenge lead by each Association.

The challenge lead by Tangent will be an attempt to 

break the Guinness World Record for the most cups of 

tea made in 1 hour by 12 people. I hope this challenge 

will raise the profile of our Association and that of Re-

engage.

This attempt will be carried out by 3 members each of 

Tangent, Ladies Circle, Round Table, and 41 club making 

up our Team of 12. This will take place at the Yorkshire 

Showground in Harrogate, during the Great Yorkshire 

show on Jul 12th this year. We just need to make more 

than 1884 cups of tea!! so no pressure. 

There will be lots of things going on all year that I hope 

you will embrace.

The new National Executive has a lot of new faces bringing 

lots of new fresh Ideas and initiatives, which as always 

will help our Association grow. I am looking forward to 

working with them over the next year. 

5

Hello Ladies
Let me start by Welcoming 
you to the 1st magazine of 
the 2022-23 year. I thought 
I would give you a quick 
rundown on what has been 
happening since the AGM in 
Cardiff.

 My first official visit was to attend Penarth’s AGM, as they 

celebrated their 15th Tangent year.

I was great to hear how they had kept in touch through 

the lockdowns, and the inventive ways they had kept 

themselves engaged and entertained.

Then on to Baildon’s AGM the following evening, as we 

reviewed the previous year and were surprised how much 

we had done!! Then welcomed our new Club Chairman 

Anne Newton   

This was followed a few days later with a training day for 

the new National Executive. We all got to grips with the 

mailing system, how to update and administer the new 

website, familiarise everyone on how to use one drive to 

share files and set up the laptops. This was quite a full-

on day and I was really encouraged by everyone arriving 

early, I hope they can keep their enthusiasm up for the 

full year!!!
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My next outing was to Lytham St Annes, who celebrated 

their 50th Charter in Lytham Hall, which has been beautifully 

restored by a group of local volunteers. We were royally 

entertained by Brian Barker, who described his journey form 

Liberty’s to Lytham. 

I have also attended the Ladies Circle AGM to Celebrate with 

both Michelle Chapman as her term of National President 

of Ladies Circle came to an end and welcomed Fiona Bull 

in as the New National President of Ladies Circle for 2022-

23. It was great to hear that Ladies Circle had increased 

its membership up to 801, a fantastic achievement. I hope 

the trend continues. Jim Conway attended and looked 

very fetching in a hat crochet by Sarah Cain the outgoing 

membership officer.

This was closely followed with a “road trip to Salisbury, 

Chelmsford County, Kingsbridge, Redruth and Cambourne.

In Salisbury, I attended the flower festival in the Cathedral 

with Melodie Brookes. The festival was to celebrate its 800-

year anniversary and the 70th Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth. 

I have added a picture of a display in the image of the 

coronation robe, this is made from pampas grass and took 

over 300 hours to complete!!! 

This was followed by a lovely evening with Salisbury Tangent 

at a local golf club learning how to putt. I proved this was 

not my forte. 

The following day I made my way across country to join 

Chelmsford County for a charity night raising funds for 

Horatio’s Garden. Horatio’s Garden provides outdoor gardens 

at spinal units to aid patient’s who have an extremely long 
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recovery period. We were taught how to dress to improve 

our confidence and what the fashion trends are for 2022. 

This was a very enjoyable and interesting night which raised 

a good amount for the charity.

Then it was back across country again back to Salisbury 

once more where I had another great event the following 

night, when I spoke at a Rotary Club dinner. My speech was 

to answer the question “What is Tangent?”. A lovely evening 

was had by all and both associations learned more about 

each other.

Then continuing my travels, I then headed down to Cornwall, 

where I celebrated Kingsbridge’s 50th Charter at a beautiful 

hotel overlooking the coastline in Hope Cove. The ladies 

form Kingsbridge were very welcoming as we had a lovely 

lunch and toasted the National Association of Tangent 

Clubs. 

My last engagement on this road trip was to a join both 
Redruth and Camborne Tangent’s for a lunchtime meeting.  
This was a delightful afternoon with convivial conversation. 

While doing all the of the above I have attended Zoom 
meetings for The National Executive continuing the day to 
day running of the Association. I have been to Jersey for 
a meeting about the National Conference in Jersey, where 
the arrangements are now taking shape.  Attended my own 
club events, and Charity Lunch and Ball planning meetings. 
June and July will be equally as busy so as you will no doubt 
realise life is far from quiet, but I am loving every minute.  

Thank you all for giving me this opportunity. 

Yours in Continuous Friendship

Heather Parry 
National President 2022-23 

Putting the ‘T’ back in 
Tangent 
How can I describe the 
challenge lead by Tangent ?

I was looking for a challenge that could 

be linked to my charity Re-engage, 

which aims to alleviate loneliness in 

the elderly. One of their most popular 

events are their “tea Parties”, it 

seemed that this was a good starting 

point.

My challenge is to break the 
Guinness World Record (GWR) for the 

most cups of tea made by a party of 12 

in 1 hour. This made it an easily shared 

challenge with three members form 

each Association taking part. What 

already sounds like quite a challenge 

when you realise that this means 

you need to make more than 1884!! 

Changes when you get the rules, and 

you realise that is the easy bit !!.

You also need to make 3 varieties 

of tea, these must be poured in the 

correct sequence, your teapot can only 

hold the maximum of 4 cups of tea, All 

cups must have minimum 5 fluid oz, 

you need to show that these will be 

“used” if possible, you need someone 

qualified to verify you have made the 

tea correctly, and all the plans for the 

event must be sent to GWR in advance 

for approval.

On the day, all elements must be 

filmed, so evidence of the attempt 

can be verified and signed statements 

from all qualified and independent 

scrutineers are to be sent off before is 

the attempt is officially approved.

The only silver lining is that although 

we have a lot of planning and logistics 

to work out, it will all be over in 1 hour !!

With all this in mind, we are attempting 

to beat the record at the Great 

Yorkshire Show in Harrogate on the 

12th of July 2022. The Young Farmers 

are allowing us to use their Pavilion 

to carry out the attempt and are 

“Counting” the cups,  so a huge thanks 

goes out to them. 

I am hoping you will encourage our 

madness and support us in this 

attempt, which we hope will not only 

raise the profile of our Associations 

but that of the charity Re-engage.

To Help raise some funds to enable 

us to support Reengage and put 

this challenge together I am offering 

a bottle of Masons Tea Gin for the 

person whose guess is closest to the 

number of cups we make.  Please 

donate £2 per guess and use #Tea so 

we can locate your entry. 

Heather Parry  GWR tea cup guess 

(justgiving.com)

Tangent National President 

Heather Parry
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Tracey Pickin 
Immediate Past President
Thank you all for the gift of a year as your 
President. It’s a year that I’ll remember as long as 
I have the capacity to do so.

Though the first three and a half months were in lockdown, 

I was still able to meet Clubs through Zoom and it had the 

advantage of allowing some time to work with the Exec on 

moving the Association forward and reviewing some of the 

ways we work to try to make us more efficient, modern and 

fleeter of foot. I think we made good progress and from both 

our Zoom meeting to discuss Shaping the Future and the 

AGM I picked up an appetite for change and progression. 

Thank you for being brave!

I loved having the opportunity to get out and about and 
meet members and Clubs throughout the Country – I 
thought I knew Tangent but every Club is so different and 
that is perhaps, what makes us so special. I have learned 
a lot and given our aging membership, probably my most 
important lesson was that age is no barrier to fun, change, 
technology – it’s just about having an open mind. I have 
loved talking to members young and old and hearing their 
views on what they like/dislike about Tangent, about how it 
is run and most importantly what it’s future might be.

And oh boy have I had some fun! It is perhaps what I will 
remember most, the amount of laughter in any room where 
Tangent members are together. It’s been a joy. 

Clubs fib about fundraising - they claim not to do fundraising 
anymore and then have a raffle or present you with a 
generous cheque from their coffee morning! Fundraising 
doesn’t have to be about big events. Clubs do what they 
are comfortable with and raise enormous amounts of 
money – you raised just shy of £56000 for Crisis in a period 
when you couldn’t get together and had little opportunity 
to plan. Tangent definitely does fundraising!  I can’t thank 
you enough for getting behind my efforts to support Crisis. 
Tangent will make a difference to lives. 

There have been some highlights and I think these were 
more precious because they had been postponed and 
rearranged and we had missed doing the things we had 
taken for granted …. the 24 hour bakeathon (I still can’t 
believe that people were with us for the whole 24 hours), 
my charity lunch which was our first big event in 17 months, 
the celebration of our 50th Anniversary was a very special 
day, the 4 precious Regional Lunches, my charity ball and 
of course our conference and AGM in Cardiff. All precious 
memories.

Thank you too for all the lovely messages and flattering 
feedback, the kind and thoughtful gifts and most treasured 
of all – your friendship. I do hope you enjoyed the speeches, 
the good times we shared together and will remember 
them fondly too.

Now on to supporting Heather in any way I can – not sure 
what that means on the International front (I’d welcome 
your thoughts…) , but keen to help with tea making, the 
Newsletter and as much other ‘stuff ‘as I can. Also looking 
forward to working with the new members of the Exec who 
bring more fresh thinking for our Association

Thank you again for the gift of being your President. 

Tracey x
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Sue Eyre 
National Tangent Secretary 
2021-23
Hello Ladies,

It’s hard to believe that I am already halfway through my 

term as National Secretary and what a way to finish the 

first year with the first physical AGM since 2019. I am 

really grateful for all the support during the day from 

Trudy Kennedy, as Conference Liaison Officer and all the 

ladies that volunteered to help on the registration desk 

and in the AGM room – we couldn’t have done it without 

you. A special thank you goes to Melodie Brookes and 

Jackie Rogers who acted as Minute Secretaries. 

Thank you to everyone that supported the National 

Executive during the AGM. You’ll find more details of the 

results of the AGM and your 2022-23 National Executive 

within this edition of Tangent News. A summary was also 

emailed to your Club Contact, which I hope you have 

received. We do have a high rate of Club mailings being 

read, so would encourage all Club Contacts to continue 

checking their mailboxes and forward the mailings to 

their members. If you believe your Club Contact details 

are incorrect, please update them via the website or 

contact admin@tangent-clubs.org 

May I remind you to return your Club’s Directory details 

by 30th June 2022 which you can submit online and 

update at any time during the Tangent year. 

There are many events to look forward to during the next 

year and I hope to meet some of you at lunches and social 

events, though there will still be Zoom events for you join. 

I am really looking forward to supporting Heather during 

her year as President and supporting Re-engage. 

Yours in continued friendship,

Sue x

National Conference 
AGM Cardiff 2022 
A summary of the voting
(numbering aligns with the AGM agenda)

9.     National Officers’ reports for the year 2021-22 - 

accepted and approved.

10.  National Executive Financial Recommendations

10.1  2022 budget approval – approved

10.2   President’s Out of Pocket expenses be increased 

to £1,700 – approved

10.3  Annual capitation – approved

   Please note that the following amendment was 

made and approved to change the wording to:

   The National Executive recommends that the 

annual capitation charge for members shall be 

raised from £7.50 to £10:00 per member for each 

club they belong to with effect from 2023. This 

cost to be fixed for one year.

10.4   Independent membership capitation to be raised 

from £12 to £14. – approved

10.5  New member joining fee - withdrawn

13.  National Executive Recommendations

13.1  Club contact details – New Rule 10.6  – approved

13.2  Amendment to NATC Rule 6.3 – approved

   Please note that the following amendment was 

made and approved to change the wording to:

   The National Executive are authorised and 

empowered to make decisions and manage the 

Association in the best interests of its members.

13.3   Amendment to NATC Objects - withdrawn

   Please see the full Agenda of the meeting for 

reports and accounts. Detailed Minutes will be 

circulated in due course. Sue Eyre, National 

Secretary.
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Troon Ladies beginning to bloom 
Troon Ladies Tangent won the ‘Membership 
Growth Award’ at the National Association of 
Tangent Clubs Annual General Meeting, during 

the Conference in Cardiff 2022. 

This was for the highest percentage Club growth during the 

year 2021-22 Troon Ladies Tangent’s first ever Tangent and 

41 Club AGM conference weekend and travelled 792 miles 

there. 

Two road trip buddies, Google map anomalies, many Costa 

Coffees, bagging the last Hotel car parking space (Yay!) local 

red dragon sightseeing, flogging unicorns, acquiring silver, 

helping on the street, juggling vouchers, more courses 

covered than Shergar, loosing Hotel keys, finding a mouse 

in a Joke Shop, learning about international-rotating-hand-

dancing in the pub. Looooong environmentally obscure 

musical coach trips with a caterpillar on board, dancing with 

Oompa loom-pas, Welsh Gin, making amazing new friends 

and trying to wear big hats again, Oh!!

Many thanks go to all the organisers and Exec teams who 

work so hard to make it happen like magic, we are most 

grateful.

Troon ladies Tangent kicked off 2022 with a new member 

Sarahjane McNeill, to our growing group of amazing Ladies.
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Shirley Chard 
Vice President
My thanks to all who voted for me in Cardiff. I am still 

getting used to being your VP instead of Treasurer. In 

some ways the roles are connected as I did the sales 

accounts as treasurer, but now sell the items instead. As 

you will be aware we have a limited range of items in our 

shop now and I would be interested to hear of any other 

items you might like to see us stock.

The other link between the two roles is with the Regional 

Lunches as instead of checking the contracts with 

venues, running through budgets and ensuring risks 

have been addressed as treasurer, I am now looking to 

find clubs keen to run a lunch and act as liaison. So if you 

would like to run a regional lunch, please get in touch and 

I will be pleased to discuss it with you.

I am looking forward to meeting up with many of you 

over the next few years at Regional Lunches, on Club 

visits, at conferences, 41 Club events and at any other 

events put on. Please feel free to come and talk to me 

and let me know how you and your club are getting on. I 

am particularly keen to stop clubs that are ageing from 

disaffiliating, by getting them involved with other local 

clubs that can help bring back the vibrancy and zest for 

getting involved.

   Be BRAVE as I said at the AGM.
    B - Bold
    R - Ready for anything
    A - Active
    V - Vibrant

    E – Energetic

Let’s grow this organisation! 

      Shirley.

At our AGM, Shirley announced a prize draw for all Clubs 
paying online and updating the Capitation details online 
as an incentive. The draw winner will be announced at 
the 2023 AGM in Jersey. 

There is also another competition to encourage 
members to register for the Members’ Area. For all 
Clubs that have 80% of their members registered by 1st 
March 2023, they again will be entered into a draw with 
the winner being announced at the 2023 AGM.

Jocelyn Miles 
Treasurer
“...you get so much back if you take the plunge 
and join in...” 

Having come to a crossroads late last year and giving some 
thought as to what new opportunities I might explore, I 
responded to the call from good Tangent friends to stand 
for the post of National Treasurer and put my hat well and 
truly into the ring.  Looking back over recent times, the 
post had not been contested, but I was sure that coming 
out of the pandemic we would see a whole host of willing 
souls standing for election as National Treasurer at the 
AGM.  Despite learning that the post would not be contested 
this time round as well, it was still pretty nerve-wracking 
preparing for the big day at Conference and thinking about 
how to answer the question I had been sent beforehand.  My 
little part in the proceedings passed in the blink of an eye 
and so I was able to make the most of a superb Conference, 
catching up with old friends whilst making some new ones.

After enjoying a great party, I was sensible nevertheless and 
made it to bed at a reasonable time on the Saturday night, 
so that I would have my wits about me for the first Exec 
meeting on the Sunday morning.  Lots of information was 
shared and fun enjoyed too, and I set off home very excited 
and also a bit daunted about the work I would be doing.

For those of you at the AGM, you may remember I had been 
asked how I would manage financial risks to the Association.  
In what seemed an amazingly short time to speak, I set out a 
few key things I would look for and would like to do, to help us 
identify and manage our risks going forwards.  I commented 
that the main way for me to tackle this would be to keep 
my ‘antenna’ up, to make sure I acquire a comprehensive 
knowledge of the Association’s financial position, and 
to report to the Executive and Clubs in a clear and timely 
manner.  Well, I’ve made a start on this journey and Shirley 
has been very helpful by steering me through the first few 
weeks, as has everyone on the Exec, and I am getting a firmer 
grip on the baton as we go.  You have all been very helpful 
and indeed very patient too whilst I have been learning the 
ropes, and I am pleased to say that capitation returns have 
been coming in steadily in recent weeks.  Many of you will be 
new Treasurers in your own Clubs and I hope that you find 
your feet quickly – and I am confident you will make sure you 
have sent in your capitation by the end of June!  Wishing you 
all the best,

Yours in continued friendship

                         Jocelyn
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Jane Bizley 
Executive Administrator
Hi ladies,

My first few weeks on the Exec as your new Executive 
Administrator have been pretty full on. 

After the AGM there was a new laptop to set up, so I can 
communicate with all of you on behalf of the Exec, answering & 
updating your central directory enquiries as and when required, 
as well as many other matters. I’ve had my first visit to Marchesi 
House, where I attended our Exec training day. It was a long day 
but great to all be together at a face-to-face meeting. There’s a 
lot to learn but I’m sure I shall get there in the end! Everyone is 
very supportive of each other.

Aside from the Exec meeting & matters, I have attended my 
Dereham & District Tangent AGM where, after 3 years as 
Chairman, I handed over the Chairman’s jewel to Yvonne Wilson. 
I’ve had a great time as their Chairman, enjoying (almost) every 
minute – the more you put into something, the more you get 
out!

So ladies, here’s to the next two years where I look to improve 

my IT skills, keep the Central Directory updated, meet up with 

many of you at the Regional lunches, whilst still leaving time for 

our family, especially our gorgeous grandsons.

Have a great summer, ladies. Yours in Continued Friendship,   

Jane xx

Dereham & District Tangent

Good friends, good times, good causes

Myself and fellow Dereham Tangent member, Jane Dunsire, 

headed off to the National Arboretum for the Midlands 

Regional Luncheon version 2. Joined by over 120 ladies, 

we enjoyed a lovely lunch, followed by an entertaining talk 

by guest speaker, Jo-Anne Jewett, founder of The Makeup 

Training Company for women over 40 who was very 

entertaining. President Tracey also spoke and was later 

presented with a donation of over £2000 for her chosen 

charity, Crisis.

Next on the agenda for me, Erica Pledger & Viv Smith, 

was the 41 Club & Tangent National Conference held 

in Cardiff, postponed from 2020. Everyone was ready to 

party and celebrate in style, from the Presidents Ball to 

the Fancy Dress final night party, the theme being ‘Roald 

Dahl’ – Stuart and I dressed as The Wormwoods, Matilda’s 

parents. At the AGM it was great to see Tracey’s chosen 

charity, Crisis, presented a cheque for £55,000. 

The highlights for Dereham Tangent were winning the 

Fundraising Event trophy, which was totally unexpected, 

being third in the increase in membership, plus my 

suggested new Tangent strapline was voted in as the new 

National strapline – wow, what a day!! On top of these wins, 

I was voted in as the National Executive Administrator, a 

2-year post, during which time I shall support the National 

Executive Committee and travel all over the country to 

various meetings and events. It’s a big step up from being 

Club Chairman but I shall do my best and look forward to 

meeting lots of you along the way.

Once home from Cardiff, it was time for our Dereham 

Tangent AGM, which was held at The Windmill in Necton. 

Following the induction of our newest member, Sue Bailey, 

27 ladies enjoyed a lovely meal, followed by reports from 

the Secretary and Treasurer. As Chairman I gave my report, 

which was not only for the year, but for my 3-year extended 

term of office. It has been a pleasure and privilege to 

be Tangent Chairman from 2019-2022. I have enjoyed 

great support, not only from Secretary Heather Wood 

and treasurer Janice Parsons, but from all our members. 

I was presented with a beautiful orchid from Heather & 

Janice and also a Norwich Theatre Royal voucher from the 

members.  The chain of office has been passed to our new 

Chairman, Yvonne Wilson from Necton, who has taken over 

the reins. I know she will do a fantastic job and will also be 

well-supported by Heather & Janice who stay in their roles 

for one more year.

                 Jane Bizley
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A View - from Tangent Ukraine 
Back in March 2015, when I was a member of the National Exec, we 
were delighted to support the Charter of Tangent Ukraine. We excitedly 
crowded round an iPad to Skype the ladies in Kyiv. They appeared on 
screen each holding one of the magazines I had produced, and we giggled 
and welcomed them to the world of Tangent and continuing friendships. 
The Russian invasion of 2014 had taken its toll and the members from 
Ukraine were unable to travel. In those times virtual meetings were not 
the norm, but both sides logged in and miraculously, it worked, and we 
were able laugh, chatter and celebrate together as each side crowded 
round. 

Lora Pavlenko was able to tell us that their group were 

working to support vulnerable mothers and their children 

in Kyiv. Our Exec were in Londonderry, Northern Ireland to 

attend the Irish Regional Lunch. Our experiences at that 

time were very different but our paths had joyously collided 

because of our commitment to Tangent.

Fast forward to 2022. The recent devasting events in 

Ukraine are relentlessly brought to our screens, airwaves 

and social media feeds. We stand watching in horror at the 

destruction and loss of life and wonder how it is that such 

insanity is able to prevail in 2022. Our Tangent sisters in 

Kyiv have been greatly affected. Two ladies from the above 

photo had moved to the USA, one has passed away, and the 

other members have fled Kyiv with their children.

Lora left Kyiv with her daughter and granddaughter, along 

with other women from their church in March. Her husband, 

Valera, accompanied them to Uzhgorod, to catch a train 

to Budapest and then he returned to Kyiv to support the 

aid effort.  Once the women arrived in Budapest, there was 

no accommodation so they stayed in a school gym. Lora 

describes how tired, broken and scared they were and even 

now do not sleep well, waking and fearing every sound. Lora 

graphically describes the devastation and inhuman actions 

of the Russian troops back home. Buildings have been 

destroyed and civilians and soldiers indiscriminately shot. 

Bodies lie in the streets, unburied and attempts to leave the 

house, risk being shot. The fabric of towns and cities have 

been raised to the ground, but the spirit of the Ukrainian 

people remains strong.

Lora and her family stayed temporarily in Budapest, before 

moving first to Vienna in Austria and then to Basel in 

Switzerland. They are now more than 2000 km away from 

their home. Lora had expressed a desire to come to the UK, 

but the mountain they needed to climb to get visas and 

be matched with a sponsor have defeated them and they 

have applied to remain in Basel. Her granddaughter is now 

in school and for the time being they find themselves in a 

safe place. 

Like all Ukrainians Lora and her family want to go home, and 

whilst immensely thankful for the support and sanctuary 

they have received, they regard it as temporary. They 

believe in their country, the power of good over evil and like 

all their countrymen they maintain a quiet dignity and belief 

in their nation. Lora is determined to rebuild her Tangent 

Club when she returns to Kyiv. 

Outside Ukraine, nations look on in shared horror at the 

wholesale destruction of a nation and we feel helpless and 

horrified. The fabric of the Ukrainian towns and villages can 

be re-built, but it is likely the destruction of the people, 

their minds, their souls and their communities will take 

generations, if ever, to come to terms with and heal.

In the UK the Round Table Family has played its part to 

support the Ukrainian people, from fundraising, to opening 

homes to welcome refugees. I earnestly hope that the 

millions of acts of kindness we witness, and experience will 

be the greater legacy our generations will be remembered 

for, and not the cruel inhumanity of a very few when the 

history of our time is written.

This has been written with information freely shared by Lora 

Pavlenko. 

When you next light your candle of friendship, please think 

of Lora.

In continuous friendship

                  Pauline Campbell 

5079_TAN_Tangent_News_95-06.2022.indd   14 27/06/2022   01:23



15

TANGENT NEWS JUNE 2022

15

TANGENT NEWS JUNE 2022

Surprise, surprise... 
Market Drayton Tangent had two surprise guests

at their March meeting at Hawkstone Hall. 
They were Luba and John Cooksley who had just driven over 

2,000 miles across Europe from Kyiv in Ukraine to escape 

the impending invasion by Russia. Photo P15 of Group 

Market Drayton Tangent members with Luba.

Luba gave an impromptu, inspirational, and very moving 

talk about the situation in Ukraine. Members gave the raffle 

proceeds and further donations to Luba. This was sent 

straight to her local parish priest in Kyiv to be spent on food 

and medicines for those still there. 

At our AGM in April, we voted to send a further £100 to Luba 

& John which has already been sent directly to their local 

priest. It does mean that our donations have been delivered 

to people who are in dire need. We have since heard that 

although the church is thankfully unscathed, Luba & John’s 

house has been badly damaged. We very much hope that 

in time it will be possible for them to return to their home 

which is their dearest wish.

Joanna Howard 
Chairman 2021-2022 

Market Drayton & District 327

Walker’s, Ash and Emily who are RT and LC members, 

leaving Marchesi House to walk to London being waved 

on by supporters. Their journey, on foot, to the Ukrainian 

Embassy in London was a sponsored walk to raise money 

for the Round Table family who are operational on the 

Ukraine border. 

Tracey meeting up with Emily and Ash on route to London to 

offer support and refreshments.

Luba is pictured here (fourth from left) with Tangent members.
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Josie Blackburn 
Marketing & Membership
Well, what an experience!
Liz Waddington Leicester LAFF (Life After Forty-Five) 
Tangent 933 with Dilys Smith, Susan Markham and Josie 
Blackburn

When I joined the Tangent family, I asked what it was all 

about.  “Oh, you will do so many activities that you have 

never done or thought you would ever do” was the response 

I got. Well last weekend I did something I definitely thought I 

would never do, I joined the Marathon Club along with Dilys, 

Susan and Josie. It all started with a WhatsApp message 

from Josie in November 2021 “Anyone fancy joining me on 

a walk, a long walk!” The challenge was accepted and LAFF 

Lunar Loonies was born. We all signed up for the London 

Moonwalk. A marathon 26.2 miles, walking through the 

night in our decorated bras raising money for Breast Cancer 

Research.  

We were pleased to hear that Bev and Ragini from 

neighbouring Tangent, Leicester De Montfort had signed up 

for the half marathon (15.1miles) as well.   Training began in 

all weathers including sun, rain and hail – we got fitter and 

faster and our last training walk of 20 miles went well, so we 

began to believe we could do this! Saturday 14th May came, 

and we travelled down to London in good spirits.  Dodgy 

knees strapped up, blister plasters and pain killers at the 

ready and enough snacks to keep us (and everyone else) 

going we arrived at Clapham Common with over 7,000 other 

walkers and waited for the adventure to start.  

The theme for the walk was Our Heroes.  It didn’t take much 

thinking to decide what we were going to do! Our bras were 

decorated in the fab blue and gold tangent colours, and we 

added a cape showing the tangent logo.  We have so many 

heroes in the tangent family it felt appropriate to celebrate 

us and despite not being crafty people, we think we did a 

good job and looked fabulous!  

We waved Bev and Ragini off at 10.45pm and then finally it 

was our starting time of 11.15pm.  We set off from Clapham 

Common and passed so many London Landmarks, some 

lit up pink in celebration, on our journey.  We received lots 

of compliments on our outfits though the similarity to the 

Ukraine colours did leave us slightly worried as we walked 

past the Russian Embassy!  We did smile later on though 

as we were congratulated on our Eurovision win! Great 

volunteers along the way helped us cross the busy roads, 

cheered us on and gave us the encouragement we needed. 

At 5am when we had reached 16 miles, we got the update 

that Bev and Ragini had done a sterling job and were at the 

finish line.  This definitely spurred us on to keep going. 

It was a massive challenge for all us, pounding the 

pavements through the night. We were very tired but as 

a team we kept going, with so many people asking what 

Tangent was all about.  The sun came up and at mile 20 we 

knew we were near the end – but this was the unknown as 

we’d never walked this far before! Plodding on, not daring 

to stop and up a big hill just before Clapham Common, we 

finally reached the finish line in the rain but smiling.  We were 

thrilled to receive our medals and finally sit down! On route 

we also met fellow Clacton on Sea Tangent member Carol 

– who greeted us with Hello Tangent! Well done, Carol; we 

hope you enjoyed it as much as we did and were as pleased 

to see the finish line. We all smashed our fundraising 

targets with LAFF Lunar Loonies so far reaching £3k and 

the Leicester De Montfort Girls reaching over £1k.   Thank 

you to everyone that sponsored us it was appreciated.  

Would we do it again? Well, that’s still under consideration 

but knowing Josie she’s bound to have another challenge 

up her sleeve soon – bigger and better.  Perhaps you’d like 

to join us in the future?
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Irish Regional Lunch held in Omagh 
A very warm welcome was prepared for us all when we 

visited Northern Ireland for the Irish Regional Lunch 2022 

Flights out from various Airports were not a problem when 

you set off early in the day and returned late in the evening. 

The venue was well chosen and gave us a chance at seeing 

the green country side on route. The Irish ladies were most 

welcoming and although it was a smaller gathering we 

enjoyed it very much. Thank you for your hospitality.

Wellington 16 Tangent 
We managed to have our AGM at Oake Manor Golf Club on Wednesday 20th April 2022 after two years. We had a lovely 

meal followed by business. Sue Atherton and Rita Sanders shared memories of Kay Farmer, who had sadly lost her fight 

with cancer, and who had been a very special member of the club and whom most of us had known for 50+ years.

During the last year we have managed to meet up starting with coffee 

mornings in May, afternoon teas in a couple of members houses raising 

money for The Beacon Centre in June. A big thank you to Jan Rimmer and 

Brenda Manning for organising the afternoon teas. We had strawberries 

and cream and a quiz at Kay Farmers house in August which was a great 

success and an opportunity to see many of our members who we hadn’t 

seen for so long.  Other meetings included sharing prized possessions 

with members, Quiz night, craft evening making Christmas crackers, a 

Christmas lunch at Oake Manor and a talk by Hope for Tomorrow when 

we heard all about the Bumble Bus which is a charity providing a mobile 

chemotherapy unit for cancer suffers who are unable to get to the 

hospital due to where they lived. We gave a donation of £40 to this very 

worthwhile charity.

 Members thanked Anne Eagle for holding the club together during 

difficult times and for being our Chairman for the last three years.  Anne 

handed the chain of office to Rosemary Wharton, who had agreed to be 

our Chairman for the next year. Veronica Nicol agreed to continue to be 

our Secretary/Treasurer for the next year

Tangent E Club members have accepted the Challenge from Coastal Cluster Tangent to grow Sunflowers. 

We look forward to seeing our Sunflowers grow across the UK. As we have members all over the place 

who cannot always make it to regular Tangent Meetings close by. We meet on Zoom once a month on 

different nights, and if we are lucky, to meet up in person at a Regional Lunch. 
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Ladies Circle GB & I celebrates 85 
years Anniversary in Scarborough 

Attended by quite a few past Ladies Circlers too. 

Leeds Tangle complete with Trainers under their Party 

Frocks and Tangent members help celebrate such a 

special Anniversary. 

Ladies Circle AGM in Birmingham 
With Tangent members supporting 

Heather and Tracey along with other Tangent members 

at the Ladies Circle AGM.

A message from Jim Conway  
41 Club President 2022-23
I am looking forward to supporting Heather on her many challenges and hope that 

as many Tangent members as possible will come out in force to support our side by 

side challenges over the next year. The 41 Club challenge is to set the World Record of 

visiting every Scottish Football Stadium between 11th to 13th October in the quickest 

time. First we have the Tangent one of serving more than 1,884 cups of tea in one hour 

by a 12 person team, in Shipley on 11th and 12th July. If you want to be part of either 

world record attempt, then get in touch, as your support will mean so much. It is not just 

about raising funds for our charities but raising awareness through media interventions 

and publicise the crazy things that we do to make the Round Table Family the clubs of 

choice for everyone. I am looking forward to meeting you all on my travels.  

Yours in continued Friendship.  

Jim Conway  
41 Club National President  

2022-23 
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Fareham 92 

Supporting 
Stroke 
Association 

Myself and 2 members 

from Fareham Tangent 

92 visited the local Stroke 

Association and I had the 

pleasure of presenting a 

cheque for £131 to their 

secretary.  We raised the 

money from our annual 

Christmas collection 

and chose the Stroke 

Association as one of 

our members suffered a 

severe stroke last year. We 

were made very welcome 

and enjoyed spending time 

chatting to the group. 

Sue Marlow

Random acts of 
kindness that 
is Re-engaging, 
supporting our 
National Charity 
of the year. 
My name is Rozanne 

Corfield, and I am chair of 

Welshpool Tangent based 

in Mid Wales. On Good 

Friday, we got together 

with the Royal Oak in 

Welshpool, and Tesco, to 

hand out free packs of hot 

cross buns to families and 

elderly people. We called 

it our Easter random act 

of kindness 

I thought Tangent 

members might like to 

see a photo of this.

Yours in friendship  

Rozanne Corfield

20

It’s a golden goodbye from us 
At the Cardiff Presidential ball, the 50th lunch committee - 

apart from Sue Marlow who was sadly not with us - were 

delighted to present Tracey with a cheque for £2,466, which 

made up part of the £55,000 donated to Crisis at the AGM 

the following day. 

We had not planned this day as fundraising event, but your 

generous purchases of raffle tickets, photographs, gifts 

from our shops and contribution from the venue for drinks 

bought at the bar on the day, together with the refusal of 

refunds on cancellations and sales of the last few gold gift 

boxes resulted in this fabulous donation. Special thanks to 

all the members , past and present, and clubs who sent us 

pictures and memories to include in  the commemorative 

edition of the magazine and the slide show on the day, 

especially Emma-Jane Wright for the DVD which can be 

found on YouTube.  If you are local to Birmingham we can 

highly recommend Pop Up Voices Choir, Party Props for the 

illuminated letters, and Emma Louise Events and Balloons 

Away for the balloon decorations. The venue were not as 

generous as we had expected with the cake cutting and as 

a result 2 untouched cakes were donated to the Salvation 

Army and used by them at Christmas. Lastly we thank you, 

the ladies that were there on the day, for braving the worries 

of Covid and making it a day to remember, please whenever 

you think of the day don’t just remember that you were 

having fun, meeting with friends for possibly the first time 

in many months,  also remember that you were also helping 

to change the lives of several homeless people.In love and 

friendship, Paula & the 50th lunch committee
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Midlands Regional 
Lunch 
19th February that wasn’t 
meant to be… (Not for us at 

least!) 
Two members from Horley Tangent were 
meeting up with 2 members of Northwich 
Tangent at a pub/hotel near Lichfield the 
afternoon before the lunch.  

The two of us from Horley were going to 
visit Bletchley Park on the way up (with 
our other halves) but we had an email on 
the Thursday night to say that was going 
to be shut due to Storm Eunice.  So we 
decided to drive straight up to Lichfield 
on the Friday.  It was a bit gusty on the 
motorway but nothing too drastic.  On 
arrival at The Hedgehog Pub there were 
various entrances that were cordoned 
off due to slates falling off the roof!  We 
managed to find our way indoors at which 
point the reception staff asked us to pay 
for the weekend on arrival (they must 
have known something we didn’t!) and 
then told us that due to the storm they 
would not be serving the dinner that we 
had booked that evening as it was going 
to be too dangerous for staff/customers!    
There was no heating in The Hedgehog, 
so they offered us small fan heaters for 
our rooms.  We should’ve known this was 
a sign for more things to come, but in true 
Tangent style, we carried on regardless!  
We found another pub, The Owl, in the 
area for dinner that night, which was 
excellent.  On returning from that outing 
I was feeling really cold and had to have a 
hot shower to warm up!

Saturday morning came without further 
incident until I saw a message from Sam 
of Lichfield Tangent saying that the lunch 
was cancelled due to a major burst water 
main and the National Arboretum couldn’t 
legally open at all.  We felt devastated 
for the members of Lichfield Tangent 
(and Tracey and her Exec.) as they’d all 
worked so hard to get to this point and 
through no fault of their own the lunch 
was cancelled…again!

After breakfast we went up to our room 
and wondered why there was a wet patch 
on the desk in the room, only to discover 
that there was water dripping through 
the ceiling!  The staff were very good and 
changed our room immediately.  

I give Lichfield Tangent their due as they 
promptly went about arranging a get 
together for any ladies that were arriving/
or had arrived for the lunch but by then 
one of our friends from Northwich had 
decided to go home and the other 3 of 
us had decided to go into Lichfield to 
take in the cathedral and town, which we 
thoroughly enjoyed – even meeting up 

with Darth Vader and some of his Storm 
Troopers outside the church library– quite 
bizarre, but it was a half-term event put 
on for children.  It was absolutely pouring 
down with rain that morning & very windy.  
We also visited Curborough Craft Centre.  

The A38 was closed around the Arboretum 
area (due to burst water main) and our 
men had to go on a long diversion to get 
to the National Brewery Centre (where 
else?!) in Burton on Trent where they had 
booked tickets for while we were going to 
be at the lunch.  

Anyway, the Hedgehog pub was open 
for our evening meal on the Saturday 
night and those of us that were left had 
a great evening there.  Thought that was 
it…no way – at 1am the fire alarm went 
off in the pub and we all had to gather 
outside in our PJ’s!!!. Luckily no fire, but 
once we’d got back in my friend Ann then 
found she had water dripping through her 
bathroom! They switched off the fan and 
that seemed to stop the flashing lights!  
When they went back to their room after 
their breakfast on Sunday morning, water 
was pouring through the light switch!  It 
was definitely time to leave!

One of our group suggested we re-
booked Bletchley Park for a visit on the 
way home but my husband decided we 
were going straight home, with absolutely 
no diversions!!!  

On arriving home, Ann discovered she 
had no central heating!  Seriously… you 
couldn’t write this stuff!!  

Unfortunately we couldn’t make the 
rearranged date of the 19th March but 
it looks like it went off extremely well 
and “hats off” to Lichfield Tangent for 
holding it all together!  Sam, from the 
lunch committee, was so very helpful in 
keeping us informed and even offered us 
any assistance we might’ve needed on 
the Friday night, so I’d like to extend our 
thanks to her and hopefully we’ll be able 
to meet up in person at some point in the 
future!  

So, here’s to ever intrepid Tangent ladies!  
None of us ever give up, do we?!  And we 
still had a great weekend!  “Eunice” had a 
lot to answer for!!                                                                                                                                           

Christine Buss & Ann Taylor from Horley 
Tangent 386/Margaret Ellis & Jackie 
Flower from Northwich Tangent 426

Midland Regional Lunch eventually
Imagine the scene….All of Lichfield 
Tangles suited and booted, ready to head 
to the venue for the Regional Lunch to 
add the finishing touches …. Then comes 
the phone call…” we are really sorry to 
inform you, but the venue is closed for 
reasons beyond our control…sorry your 
event is cancelled”!!!

We started making phone calls to 
everyone that was booked in [185 
lovely ladies], the stall holders and the 
entertainment. Plans were changed or 
cancelled – but many people were already 
in Lichfield…we had National President. 
Tracey and her Exec with us -all expecting 
lunch. We rang around every venue that 
we could think of, but we had no luck.  
So…a quick decision was made to hold it 
at Sues!!! – shopping lists were drawn up, 
more phone calls made, and the furniture 
was pushed back to try and squeeze 
everyone in. The result a very impromptu 
but lovely lunch for 50…one that will never 
be forgotten – for the spirit in which it was 
pulled together by Tanglers – and some 
of our esteemed guests and definitely 
for the fun and friendship that ran 
throughout the day. Tracey made a lovely 
speech - not from the top table but from 
the middle of a very crowded lounge.

We were so disappointed not to be able 
to bring the Midlands Lunch to everyone, 
but especially sad for Tracey. However, 
not ones to be daunted, diaries were 
consulted, more phone callas were 
made and exactly one month later than 
planned– the ‘real’ event happened.

It was slightly smaller in number than 
we had originally planned, but we were 
grateful that so many were free or able to 
re-arrange plans to join us for a fabulous 
afternoon at the National Memorial 
Arboretum. The sun was shining, prosecco 
‘may’ have been drunk and laughter filled 
the room. Another memorable day and 
this time we had the added bonus of 
announcing that we had raised £2,000 for 
CRISIS, definitely the icing on the cake.

We wouldn’t recommend the stress and 
pressure – but we cannot talk enough of 
the amazing feeling of seeing everyone 
enjoy not one, but two, very different 
Midlands Regional Lunches in 2022. It 
proved that with some positive thinking 
and ingenuity, not to mention fabulous 

Tanglers, anything is possible.
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Bromley 801

Bromley Backing for Demelza 
At our meeting, our guest for the evening was Georgia Cook from Demelza. 

Georgia gave us an overview of the work of which started with one hospice 

in Sittingbourne and has grown over the years to have sites in SE London, 

Eltham and East Sussex, St Leonards on Sea.

We learnt that the hospices do not just provide end of life care but also 

respite care and therapy.   There are rooms for families and the children 

are not only looked after by staff but also have access to facilities such as 

special baths, which they don’t have at home.  

There is also a cinema and sensory room so families can enjoy films, 

etc, together.    A teenage suite provides a place for the youngsters to 

enjoy themselves without their parents who know they will be safe.                                                                                                                                            

If families want their child to die in the hospice, bereavement suites enable 

them to make memory boxes and sometimes using casts of their hands 

and feet, etc.  A Memory Garden gives a space for families to come back 

to remember their children. Care at home is also provided with nurses 

providing care allowing parents some respite care.   Children can also be 

taken to hospital appointments or prescriptions picked up, etc, which also 

gives parents time to be with other children without worry.  Unfortunately, 

due to the limitations  within the services only 20% of those who would 

benefit from the support and care are able to receive it

Bromley were proud to be able 

to donate £500 to Demelza 

which had been raised during the 

2021/22 Tangent year     

www.demelza.org.uk 

Bournemouth Tangent No. 1 
Back in the October issue of Tangent News we told the 

story of Bournemouth Tangent No. 1 walking the Stour 

Valley Way (completing a total distance of 75 miles) 

to raise money for Alzheimer’s Research UK. We are 

delighted to report that, at our year-end, the final total 

raised was a massive £4751.47p.

In March we met up with James Warren, our area 

representative for Alzheimer’s Research, 

to present him with a cheque for the final funds raised. In 

addition to the walk, this total included proceeds from a 

raffle for a quilt made and donated by our past-president 

Sue Hitchins. More funds were raised at our Christmas 

card exchange coffee morning, our book club meetings 

and various other donations. Our heartfelt thanks go to 

all involved in raising this money.

Photo shows Paula Stribling, James Warren and Sue 

Hitchins

Bromley 801 reaches 30 
During the pandemic 

Bromley 801 reached their 

30th year since charter. 

At the time only Zoom 

meetings were being held 

so we decided to turn our 

AGM held on Wednesday 27 

April 2022 into a Prosecco 

& Pearl evening to which 

we of course wore our little 

black dresses. It was a 

fab evening and business 

conducted with usual 

Bromley humour. 
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Say “Howdy” to the new kids in town 

Oldswinford Tangent 975 kicked up 

their heels and dosey-doed their 

way through their inaugural Charter.  

Founder members were joined by 

members of local Tangents, 41 Club, 

Ladies Circle, and several National 

Executive members as well as 

President Tracey for a fun filled evening 

of dancing and celebrations at a Barn 

Dance.

Founder Chair Cath Regan was 

presented with both the club’s Charter 

Certificate and Regalia during an 

evening where guests learned some 

new moves including Circassian Circles 

and Stripping the Willow.  At times 

it was carnage on the dancefloor as 

everyone appeared to have forgotten 

their left from their right, but it did at 

least lead to a whole lot of laughter and 

good fun.  Good friends, good food, 

great dancing and even cake – the 

recipe for a fabulous evening.  Cath 

even inducted a new member, which 

brings their membership to 26.  To top 

it all, the raffle raised £100 for Tracey’s 

charity, Crisis.

The Tangent has been meeting for a 

while prior to the Charter Night and 

has a packed programme for the 

year ahead including Axe Throwing, 

craft evenings, theatre trips, a BBQ 

and Nordic Walking. You can follow 

Oldswinford Tangent and find out more 

about forthcoming events on Facebook 

– there are exciting times ahead!
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Continuous Friendships 
At the AGM I quoted a Poem that I would like to 

share with you all. It is a poem about Friendship 

by an Anonymous poet.

Friendship

Friendship finds no studied phrases
Polished face, or winning wiles
Friendship deals no lavish praises
Friendship dons no surface smiles

Friendship follows Nature’s diction
Shuns the blandishments of Art
Boldly severs truth from fiction
Speaks the language of the heart

Friendship favours no condition
Scorns a narrow-minded creed
Lovingly fulfils its mission
Be it word or be it deed

Friendship cheers the faint and weary
Makes the timid spirit brave
Warns the erring, lights the dreary
Smooths the passage to the grave

Friendship- pure, unselfish friendship
All through life’s allotted span
Nurtures, strengthens, widens, lengthens
Man’s relationship with Man   

Remember, above all “Friendship “is the first 

word we think of when talking about Tangent. 

Let it be your 1st thought when acting as 

Tangent member.

Reaching 40 

Kirkham & Rural Fylde Tangent Club celebrated their 40th 

anniversary with past and present members in attendance. 

Our founder Chairman Estelle Humber was invited to cut the 

celebratory cake alongside our current Chairman Barbara Kay. 

Chairman John Walker and Vice Chairman Ray Bracegirdle from 

41 Club presented each lady with a red rose to commemorate 

our Ruby Anniversary. 

Kind regards, 

Joanna Fairclough
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Tangent Celebrates Continuous 
Friendships 
Letchworth Tangent Club   2021– 2022 

It is 10 years since I was last in the Chair for Tangent & it 

has been a pleasure and a privilege  to be Chair of Tangent 

again.

Quite a new world since then! The world seemed to stop, or 

the global transport system did but the sun shone! Covid 

ruled literally! We have been jabbed, washed & gelled, 

masked up & had to avoid coughing in public for fear of 

causing a panic!

Zooming became the norm & WhatsApp was one of the 

best ways to connect with each other & helped to keep our 

spirits up! Interesting, informative, and fun.

Since restrictions have eased, we have enjoyed evenings 

that have been varied & thought provoking!

We have donated to & supported:

The Letchworth Garden House Hospice, RNLI, Ukrainians 

moving into the area, The Happy Day’s Charity, Herts 

Homeless

Membership

We set up a WhatsApp Group to keep our members in touch 

during Covid & have a Friends of Tangent WhatsApp Group 

which keeps potential new members informed & involved. 

Building links with Circle

During the year some of us have joined in & we have 

supported Circle’s meetings/events. Ranging from a Murder 

Mystery Evening, a Race Night in support of Children in 

Need, food for Christmas Hampers to making over 1500 

Easter chicks for The Garden House Hospice!

Now we have decided to try having an extra Tangent 

meeting each month on a different evening to welcome 

those leaving Circle & to give others the chance to get to 

know Tangent & encourage new members in a less formal 

setting but still as part of Letchworth Tangent Club. 

The reason for wanting to thrive not just survive is mainly 

due to the friendships that have evolved over the years in 

our club.  As young Circlers we were helped by the rest of 

‘The Family’ especially older Circlers who went on to become 

our Tangent. We all help each other & the last two years has 

truly shown how valuable our club is.

We are all looking forward to a very special birthday for one 

of our members who will be 100 on the 24th May 2022.

A Letchworth Treasure Margaret Bidwell

Someone who we are very proud of & a much loved member 

of Tangent is Margaret Bidwell. 

Margaret will celebrate her 100th birthday on 24th May 

2022.

Until well into her 90’s she was an active member of Tangent. 

Margaret was the founding Chair of Letchworth Circle & one 

of the first members of Tangent which was the 13th Club to 

form & is now one of the only 12 remaining original Tangent 

Clubs.

In her 90th year Margaret stepped up at Letchworth Circle’s 

60th Anniversary to give an amazing speech without any 

notes. 

At Tangent’s 50th Anniversary Margaret made a speech & 

after building up to a grand finale she brought ‘the house 

down’ when she reached from under her dress & then 

brandished her bra!

Margaret was passionate about Circle & then Tangent. 

Inspirational & often forthright in her opinions yet always 

willing to listen to others & help in any way she could. At 

90 she was helping me put names to all the old Circle 

photographs before their 60th Anniversary. She was 

someone who valued our clubs & their histories, probably 

because she had nurtured them from their beginnings.
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Jersey 2023 Conference News 
30th March to 2nd April 2023: 

What better than looking forward to 

than getting together with your 41 Club 

& Tangent friends in Jersey next year! 

My thanks to everyone who has 

booked to attend 2023 Conference 

next year, even 10-months before 2023 

Conference bookings are substantially 

exceeding expectations. Bookings 

have already exceeded 2/3rds of our 

planned numbers, with more being 

sold every week. By late Summer / early 

Autumn we expect bookings will reach 

our venues maximum capacities. I am 

pleased to report the following news 

and updates:

Single Night Bookings: In response to 

requests from some delegates we have 

made single event Friday & Saturday 

evening functions available for £100 / 

person, these can now be booked on 

the 2023 Conference website here: 

www.jersey23.41clubevents.co.uk/.

Before going to Checkout: If you want to 

pay a £50 deposit for 3-Day and 2-Day 

packages please ensure you select this 

option before going from home page to 

either view Your Basket or going direct 

to Checkout. Balance will be deducted 

from your debit / credit card on 1st 

December 2022.

Adding Items to your Conference 

Booking: To book additional items 

please go to 2023 Conference website, 

select which additional items you want 

to purchase, go to Checkout and enter 

your Name, Email address and in the 

Phone field enter your original booking 

reference number. This will ensure 

we link your additional items to your 

original order. In subsequent fields 

copy & paste “As before”, but please 

ensure you complete the “Dietary”, 

Mobility” and “Seating” fields with any 

requirements you have specific to 

the additional items you are booking. 

After completing purchase of your 

additional booking you will receive an 

email confirming your booking for the 

additional tickets.

If you experience any issues with 

booking for 2023 Conference please 

contact Lance Kiddie, Registration 

Officer, by calling 07797 720180 

or by emailing him at registration-

jersey2023@41clubevents.co.uk, when 

he will be pleased to help.

Travel to Jersey: Airlines are releasing 

their flight schedules much earlier 

than previous years. Easyjet released 

their Spring 2023 schedules middle 

of May flying to Jersey from Gatwick, 

Luton, Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow 

and Belfast. Blue Islands have not yet 

released their flight schedule for next 

year, to be notified subscribe to their 

Newsletter here: www.ebtk.co.uk/

sub/14985/217. Condor Ferries expect 

to publish their Spring 2023 sailing 

schedule around middle of July this 

year.

Merton Hotel Bedrooms: Merton have 

enough bedrooms to accommodate 

everyone attending 2023 Conference.

If you have not yet booked for 2023 

Conference as the saying goes, don’t 

delay the early bird gets the best choice 

worms! To ensure what you want is still 

available please book now, rather than 

later when we might well have sold 

out.  I look forward to welcoming you 

to Jersey in 2023 when we will provide 

you with another great fun National 

Conference to remember.

Yours in Continued Friendship,  

Paul W. Harding 

Jersey 2023 Conference Chairman

Mobile: 07797 740420 

Email: chairman-
jersey2023@41clubevents.co.uk

Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Celebrations 
We wish the Queen, memorable Jubilee 

Celebrations and thank her for 70 years 

of devoted service to her Country and 

the Commonwealth. Many Tangent 

Clubs have taken this occasion to make 

happy memories too. Thank you to 

Poynton and Baildon for sharing your 

celebrations. I am sure there were 

many more but no time to include in 

this issue.
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      Book of Remembrance
Gill Jeffrey
Hemel Hempstead 398

Sally Hollands
Hemel Hempstead 398 

Josie Graham                                     
Long Eaton Trent 630                       

Madge Bryan
Maidstone 14

Sandra Sample 
Bedford 263

Dymphna Bate 
Chepstow 628

June Eggleton 
Founder Chairman Caversham 532

Audrey Woodward
Woodbridge (No longer Active)

Angela Gwenllian Harries  
(Nee Jones)
Cardiff 304

Lynne Jenkins 
Ascot 487

Christine Dodgson OBE
Weston-Super-Mare 314

Kathleen Farnworth  
(Nee Yates)
Darwen 761

Rose Walton
Founder member Ripley 158

Chris Adam
Reading Valley 401 & Loddon 917

Cheryl Instone
Tettenhall 332

Peggie Patricia Dora Turner
Southampton XLI 185

Judith Ann Lewis 
Mendip 874

REGARDING OBITUARIES…

Did you know that we record the names of members who have recently died in the magazine, 

but you can also send a longer, written obituary for posting on the Tangent website? Your club 

can celebrate your member’s life, through your words and a photo if you wish. Please send 

anything you wish to be included to the Editor.

Email: editor@tangent-clubs.org for publication in Tangent News and inclusion on the website.
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